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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


SWEDEN'S FOREIGN MINISTER FIRM ON BALTIC LIMIT WITH USSR 
PM151007 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 25 Mar 82 p 6 


[Hans 0. Alfredsson report: "“Ullsten on Fisheries Zone: We Will Sell Nothing 
to the Soviet Union"] 


[Excerpts] Visby--Sweden will never abandon the median line principle in the 
Baltic, but could envisage “trimming little fragments." Foreign Minister Ola 
Ullsten told this to worried Gotlanders Wednesday [24 March]. 


Ulisten, who is himself a regular summer visitor to the island, devoted the 
whole day to visiting a gray and misty Gotland and making reassuring speeches 
about the government's negotiations with the Soviet Union. The debate on the 
fisheries zones and the demarcation line on the continental shelf in the 8altic 
has given rise to much feeling--most political, it would seem--among the 
island's population. 

"We are not selling off anything to the Russians,” the foreign minister as- 
sured a large crowd of people from the provincial government, municipal 
councils, the army and the local fishing industry who had gathered in Visby. 


The issue at stake is that Sweden wants to reach a settlement on the 13,500 
square km so-called White Zone in the Baltic. Sweden would like the whole 
zone as a Swedish fishing zone and at the same time would 1 .kxe to have the 
right to exploit oil, minerals and other things which could be found on and 
under the sea bed. These latter rights could be worth several billion kronor. 


"We could envisage making minor deviations [from the median line], straighten- 
ing out curves, making small concessions [in Buktningar]. But we will of 
course make sure that the result would be as favorable as possible for Swed- 
ish interests,” Ullsten said. 


Foreign Ministry Legal Chief Hans Danelius, who has been negotiating for 
Sweden, has said that the Russians have also shown themselves to be prepared 
te discuss their position. But the principles involved remain the same. 


CSO: 5200/2065 








INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


'HAL, BURMA BOUNDARY--Chet Sutcharitkun, Foreign Ministry spokesman, reports 
that in connection with the official visit to Thailand by the Burmese 

toreign minister, His Excellency U Chit Hlaing, 10-14 Aprii. On 12 April 

the Burmese foreign minister held di:cussiens with his Thai counterpart 

at the Thai Foreign Ministry. At 1130 of {2 April the two foreign ministers 
exchanged ratification notes on the sea beourdary between Thailand and Burma. 
At 1400 the foreign minister called on Thai Prime Minister Gen Prem 
Tinsulanon at Government House. Tonight Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal 
Sitthi Sawetsila will host a dinner in honor of the Burmese foreign minister. 
[Text] [BK130514 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 1000 GMT 12 Apr 82] 


PACIFIC FISHING ACCORD--PORT MORESBY, WedGnesday--In a new “get tough” approach 
aimed at safeguarding their rich Pacific Ocean fish resources, seven island 
States, including Papua-New Guinea, are to sign a pact of co-operation in 
Nauru tomorrow. Under the terms of the pact to be signed by PNG, Nauru, Solo- 
mon Islands, Kiribati, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Marshall Is- 
lands and Palau, the islands will exchange details of any fisheries arrange- 
ments they plan to negotiate with offshore fishing nations, such as Japan, 
before any agreement is signed, thus protecting their bargaining position. 

The pact will eventually regulate the issuo of fishing licences to foreign 
fishing companies wanting to fish the vast area of the aPcific controlled by 
the seven States. Papua New Guinea's Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
Mr Noel Levi, who will sign the agreement for PNG, said yesterday fishing was 
now a major and valuable island resource and the new pact was to stop offshore 
nations playing one island group against another for their own ends. He said 
he expected other island States would enter the agreement. [Stuart Inder] 
[Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 11 Feb 82 p 20) 
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AUSTRALIA 


CRACKDOWN ON INCREASING ABALONE POACHING UNDER WAY 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 19 Feb 82 p 9 


(| iext | 


People taking wundersize abalone from 
Perth's beaches face heavy fines under a 
crackdown by the Fisheries and Wildlife De- 


partment. 


The chief fishers offi- 
cer, M: Neil Mc. 
Laughlian, seid that there 
had been increased pres 
sure on the metropolitan 
abalone crop over the 
past iwo years. 

The pressure had come 
mainty from the influx 
of Asians to WA, to 
whom the shellfish was a 
delicacy, he said. 


The department had ini 
tially launched an educa 
von programme to ac- 
quaint the offenders 
with the laws governing 
the taking of abalone 


“We now believe that 
they are aware of the 
laws and we will prose 
cute any offenders,” Mr 
McLaughian said. 


Abalone had to be at 
least GOmm across their 
widest nt and no more 
than 36 per person could 
be taken. 


CSO: 5200/7527 


FINES 


Offenders faced mini- 
mum fines of $50 up toa 
maximum of $1 for 
their first offence. They 
also could be fined 25c to 
Sc for cach  undersize 
abalonr. 


For a second offence 
the minimum fine was 
$1900 and the maximum 
$7>).-with the same 
{ine applicable for each 
undersize abalone. 


Anyone caught taking 
more than the permitted 
36 faced a maximum fine 
of $750. 

Mr Mctaughian -aid 
that Perth's aba) »ne 
were relatively casy to 
pick off rocks in shallow 
water. 


Unfortunately the 


Asians’ liking for aba 
lone had created much 
grcater demand than pre 
viously, even when onlv 
legally sized ones were 
talon. 


Highly organised teams 
of Vietnamese have becn 
blamed for aching vi 
tal abalone Ss around 
Port Fairy and Warrn 
ambool in western Vic 
toria 








AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


HYDROCARBONS IN GIPPSLAND--Beach Petroleum's West Seahorse No 2 appraisal 
well, offshore in the Gippsland Basin, has encountered hydrocarbons. Cores 
were cut between 1424m and 1449m and hydrocarbons were found, but the poor 
quality of the core prevented interpretation of fluid content. The executive 
Girector of Beach, Mr John Hinkins, said yesterday the core result was encour- 
aging, but the significance of the hydrocarbons could not be determined wntil 
the well reached its total depth of 2050m and further tests were done. In 
October last year Beach discovered oil at the West Seahorse No l well. Oil 
flowed oil at a rate of 1800 barrels a day and results from the appraisal well 
will help determine the size of the reservoir discovered. Beach said it was 
set to start a new drilling program of at least two wells in the onshore Otway 
Basin in western Victoria. The company has previously discovered gas in the 
Otway Basin, but the new drilling program is aimed to find oil. The Curdie 

No 1 well is the first of the new wells and was spudded yesterday. It has 
reached a depth of 32m and is drilling ahead. [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in 
English 11 Feb 82 p 13) 


MORE OFFSHORE RIGS--At least six offshore oil rigs will reach the Australian 
coast this year to join the seven already working for exploration companies. 
Companies involved in the renewe* offshore push are headed by Phillips Petrol- 
eum and include Woodside, BP, Esso, Mesa and Occidental. Shell will be a late 
starter in early 1983. Phillips is expected to bring in the semi-submersible 
Epoch on a long-term contract in March. The company will not be ready to 
drill its first well in the Victorian Otway Basin witil the second half of the 
year. The drillship Ben Lomond will arrive mid-February for BP. Esso Aus- 
tralia expects to have the jack-up rig Key Biscayne in Australia by mid-June. 
Other rigs due off the coast during the year are the jack-up Glomar Main Pass 
3 for Mesa, the semi-submersible Penrod 73 for Occidental and the drillship 
Energy Searcher for Woodside. [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 11 Feb 82 


p 15] 
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INDIA 


INDIAN DELEGATE SPEAKS AT LAW OF THE SEA PARLEY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Apr 82 p 3 
[Text] Umited Nations, April 1 (PTI). 


At the Law of the Sea Conference, India has made known its interest in 
conducting its own oceanic surveys, and, eventually, its own sea-bed mining 
and urged equal treatment to the pioneers in mining both from developed 

( and developing nations. 


The Minister of Law Jagannath Kaushal yesterday conveyed the Indian interivst 
to the Conference which entered its fourth week on Monday. 


The Conference is currently reviewing, in open session, certain compro- 
mise proposals made by the Conference president Tommy T B Koh to bridge 
differences between industrialised and devcioping countries. 


Mr Koh's proposals concerned such thorny issues as establishment of a pre- 
paratory commission that would set up the international sea-bed machinery 
as conceived by the convention, protection of investments for sea-bed 
mining already made by parties and the status of national liberation move- 
ments. 


Mr Kaushal urged that the convention must accord the same weightage to 
“pioneers” irrespective of the fact if they belonged to the developed or 
developing countries. 


The National Institute of Oceanography {n Goa, he said, had lifted, through 
its research vessel, polymetallic noduies from a depth of 5,000 metres or 
so near the Equator from the Indian Ocean in January 1981. 


Mr Kaushal said that encouragement of developing countries and their enti- 
ties, whether working individually or in group, would promote the effective 
application of the convention to all states without discrimination, and 
would avoid the establishment of a monopoly in the hands of a few indus- 
trialised states or their entities. 


He was opposing a proposal that would give priority in the award of mining 
contracts to the “pioneer” groups that had already started exploratory wor<« 








n deep sea mining. At present there are saic to be seven such groups in 
the United States, France, Japan and the Soviet Union. India is a new 
claimant but would wart such priority to possible new comers from develop- 
ing countries. 


‘The position of developing countries should be at par with the other 
+ ? a 
neer investors, and not made inferior tc them’, Mr Kaushal said. 


is known that the United States is opposed to the proposal of devcloping 
tries that they too must have priority in mining on the ground that their 


, 


interests will be served by the proposed international seabed authority. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


FISHING BOAT INCURSIONS--PORT MORESBY (AAP)--A 1100 tonne American tuna fish- 
ing ship has been stopped at sea by Papua New Guinea Defence Force patrol 
boats and detained in Rabaul Harboi. The helicopter-equipped "“Dacine" is 
“mother" ship to more than six longline fishing boats that Papva New Guinea 
claims have been illegally fishing territorial waters off New Ireland and 
Bougainville. The US Government and fishing industry do not recognise terri- 
torial waters where tuna is corcermed. The PNG Prime Minister, Sir Julius 
Chan, said co-operation last week between the government's “VIP” flying wnit 
and the PNG Defence Force had led to at least three wilicensed foreign fishing 
vessels being detected in PNG waters. Sir Julius said there had also been 
sightings of 11 suspected illegal longline fishing boats, the US mother ship 
and a banana boat. "The illegal fishers were spotted from the air by the 
Gruman Gulf-stream G2 jet aircraft--Kumul Qne--which had been placed at the 
service of the PNGDF for two days earlier in the week,” he said. [Brisbane 
THE COURIER-MAIL in English 15 Feb 82 p 20] 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 





LAW OF SEA NEGOTIATIONS SAID AT "CRUCIAL STAGE' 


OW111234 Beijing XINHUA in English 1210 GMT 11 Apr 82 


[“Roundup: Sea-Law Treaty Negotiation Js at Crucial Stage -- by Correspondent Yuan Jin" -- 
XINHUA headline] 


[Excerpts] United Nations, April 10 (XINHUA) -- The llth Session of the Third U.N. Conference 
on the Law of the Sea is now entering a crucial stage. Although the United States reportedly 
begins to soften its stand on the projected sea-law treaty, tough negotiations still lie 
ahead. 


The draft convention itself is a well balanced package taking into consideration the 
interests of the developing countries as well as the land-locked. However, the United 
States dramatically reversed its position following the change of its government in early 
1981. When the current session began last month, the United States, which quitted because 
of proposed restrictions on deep sea-bed mining last year, decided to rejoin the conference. 
But it introduced scores of major amendments to the draft treaty. The amendments seek, 
among other things, to weaken the power of the internaticnal seabed authority and to grant 
the United States and the Soviet Union -- the two superpowers -- and five other Wester 
industrialized countries not only veto, but also enough power to compel the award of mining 
contracts. The United States also demanded abrogation of certain provisions concerning the 
control of the sea-bed mining by the international sea-bed authority and transfer of tech- 
nology from mining companies to the enterprise under the authority. It is even considering 
a “mini-treaty" on deep sea-bed mining with Britain, France and West Germany outside the 
U.N. conference. 


This U.S. position inevitably incurred severe criticism from the developing countries. 

The “Group of 77" firmly opposed any fundamental changes in the draft convention and clearly 
stated that it rejected any piecemeal approach for a renegotiation on issues wi.ich had 

already been agreed upon and included in the text as a “package.” It expressed its deter- 
mination to adopt the draft convention at this session even without the participation of the 
United States. The Chinese delegation also criticized the U.S. approach and urged the U.S. dele- 
gation not to insist on making unrealistic changes on the major principles. 


It is worth mentioning that more than 40 countries including China demanded the inclusion 

of the provision into the convention that the passage of foreign warships through the terri- 
torial waters needs prior notification and authorization of the coastal states concerned 
because it involves not only their sovereignty but also their security. But certain 
countries, the United States and the Soviet Union in particular, oppose this provision. 


The delegates to the conference have been notified to submit formal amendments to the 
draft until April 13. In the next stage of negotiations, the session will take a number 
of decisions on all formal amendments. It is hopeful that the draft sea-law treaty will 
be adopted by the end of April, if all the participating delegations, the United States 
delegation in particular, take a good-faith cooperative and consultative attitude in 
negotiations. 


CSO: 5200/2064 





PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


TRAWL FISHING BANNED OFF PALAWAN--Commercial trawling and purse seine fishing 
in the waters of Palawan has been banned until 1986. The five-year ban took 
effect last March 21 upon signing of Fisheries Administrative Order No. 137 by 
Natural Resources Minister Teodoro Q. Pena. The ban, designed to protect and 
conserve the fishery resources of Palawan, specifically applies on commercial 
trawls and purse seines using fishing boats more than three gross towns within 
a distance of seven kilometers from the shorelines of Palawan. [Manila PHILIP- 
PINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 25 May 82 p 3] 
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SRI LANKA 


BRIEFS 


INDIA POACHING CHARGE--The Sri Lanka Navy plans to set up a communication 
link with the Rameswaram Coast-guard in an effort to keep Indian poachers 
off Sri Lanka's territorial waters. The intrusion of Indian fishing boats 
in Sri Lanka waters has long been a sore point with fishermen, particularly 
in the North, and the authorities here. The Navy believes that a communica- 
tion link with Rameswaram can help eliminate friction in this area by 
enabling the SLN and the South Indian Coast-guard to liaise with each other 
and prevent the intrusion of fishermen from either country in territorial 
waters. [Text] [Colombo DAILY NEWS in English 24 Mar 82 p 3] 
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POLAND 


BRIEFS 


FALKLANDS FISHING ‘NOT THREATENED'--The Fishing Industry Association reports 
that the Falkland confl.ct does not threaten Polish fishing vessels currently 
in the South Atlantic near the Falkland Islands. The fishing ship “Mazury" 
was recently in Port Stanley in the Falklands. The ship, which belongs to 
the transocean fishing enterprise, departed for the fishing zone where it 
will join the Polish fishing fleet. The fleet is fishing in the zone located 
200-500 nautical miles from the coast of Argentina. [Text] [LDO71600 Warsaw 
Domestic Service in Polish 1500 GMI 7 Apr 82] 


CSO: 5200/2064 
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ISLAND HOPES TO GET MINERAL RIGHTS IN 200-MILE LIMIT 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 11 Mar 82 p 4 


[Excerpt ] Government hopes to acquire mineral rights for its 
he around 
Bermuda, the Minister for Works, Agriculture and 


ply ~~ { - - - rr 
Speaking during te on ministry's . 
get for the coming year, Dr. Stubbs explained that Ber- 

« for the coming year, Dr. Stubbs explained that 

ermuda had the right to fish those waters, but did 
not have mineral rights. He did not say what Bermuda 
would do with those rights if the Island was given 
them. 

Dr. Stubbs said that during the next year his Ministry 
would conduct a survey of arable land and open spaces. 
“There are 2,200 separate pieces of arable land in Ber- 
muda,” he said. “These could be of national importance if 
we had some sort of extraordinary crisis and we could no 
longer rely on imported food.” 

e survey, he said, would be used to develop an overall 
strategy for the preservation of the land. The Ministry also 
hoped to improve agricultural uctivity during the corn- 
ing vear. But, he warned, farmers could never supply 
all of Bermuda's food demands. 

Aside from providing Bermudians with good, fresh, farm 
produce, farms were important cult , said Dr. Stubbs. 

“People think of kids learning in a m. But we've 
discovered that we learn all of our lives, and for a kid to go 
past a field of growing corn every day and see it grow and 
sprout is an experience to treasure.” 

In the Department of Fisheries, said Dr. Stubbs, he 
t» put the newly acquired fish research vessel to full use, im- 
prove local fishing techno and update gear. He ex- 
pressed disappointment that Bermuda fishermen were not 
supplying enough fish to the Sargasso Fish Processing Plant. 

“We had hoped that that would grow and be well sup- 
ported by the fishermen and eventually become economic. 
ally attractive so that the fishermen as a consortium could 
take it over and run it,” he said. But fishermen had not sup- 
plied enough fish to the plant since its opening, although ef- 
forts would be made during the coming year to boost tienh- 
ermen's sales to the plant. 

lurning to dairy farmers, Dr. Stubbs said that those farm- 
ers were doing their best in difficult circumstances. Fresh 
milk cost twice as much in Bermuda as it did in the United 
States because cow feed cost much more than it did in 
North America 
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URUGUAY 


NATION CLAIMS 200-MILE ZONE, SHIPS WARNED FROM AREA 
Falklands Situation Cause 


PY131718 Paris AFP in Spanish 1352 GMT 13 Apr 92 


[Text] Montevideo, 13 Apr (AFP) -- It was officially disclosed that Uruguay today 
reasserted its 200-mile maritime jurisdiction and recommended its ships to refrain from 
sailing within the maritime exclusion zone in the South Atlantic. 


These two decisions are related to the tense atmosphere regarding the Malvinas Islands 
(Falklands) due to the dispute between Argentina and Great Britain over their possession. 


The official report maintains that the Uruguayan stance regarding that conflict which was 
adopted last week -- as is natural -- includes, within the framework of treaties currently 
in force, our 200 mile maritime jurisdiction. 


On that occasion Uruguay reiterated its support for Argentina's right to sovereignty over 
the islands, but decided to refrain from engaging in any acts which might imply direct 
or indirect cooperation in the preparation or execution of hostilities. 


“he recommendation made to ships not to sail in the Malvinas Islands zone was made for 
security reasons. 


Several Polish fishing boats which had received the same recommendation from their government 
docked in Montevideo port during the past few hours. 


Polish Boats Leave 
PY121931 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 1849 GMT 12 Apr 82 
[Text] Montevideo, 12 Apr (LATIN-REUTER) -- Five Polish fishing boats are docked in the 
Montevideo port after having received orders to abandon the fishing area near the 
200-mile zone which has been quarantined by the British naval force around the Malvinas 


and the islands in the South Atlantic. 


The arrival of fishing boats bearing other countries flags, which were also fishing near 
the zone quarantined as of 0400 GM! this morning, is expected in the next few hours. 


Sources of the Polish Embassy pointed out to LATIN-REUTER that the fishing boats received 
direct orders from Warsaw. 


CSO: 5200/2064 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


DECISION REACHED IN TUNISIAN-LIBYAN CONTINENTAL SHELF DISPUTE 
Tunis LE MAGHREB in French No 46, 6 Mar 82 pp 23-24 


[Article by Abderrahman Basle: “Continental Shelf, Waiting for the Commission 
of Experts"] 


(Text] By the compromise of 10 June 1977, the Tunisian and Libyan Governments 
agreed to resort to arbitration by the International Court of Justice in 
order t. resolve their dispute over the continental shelf. Negotiations, 
which were interrupted by serious crises, which barely avoided the worst each 
time, were a long time in being concluded. 


The compromise did not state the continental shelf problem in terms of 
settling a boundar,, but simply asked the Court to indicate the rules and 
principles applicable to the case in point. 


Rllowing the Libyan request, the Tunisian party proposed an additional 
paragraph to the first article of the agreement, in which it is “requested 
of the Court to clarify precisely the practical manner by which sai’ 
principles and rules apply in this particular situation, in such a manner 
that the experts of the two countries can settle the boundaries of the 
said areas without any difficulties." 


The aecision rendered Wednesday, 24 February does not end the continental 
shelf dispute: a commission made up of experts from the two countries must 
meet in order to apply the method indicated by the International Court. 


The Libyan party based its memorial, counter memorial, and reply on an 
argument derived from geological givens: It seems that in bygone geological 
eras (measured in millions of years) the African Continent shifted northward 
in the direction of Europe. As a result, the fixing of the shelf's 
boundaries should take this sorthward movement into account. 


The Tunisian party, in the person of Mr Yadh Ben Achour, criticized this 
method, since it deprives Tunisis of all rights to a shelf. 


The Tunisian party insists on a delimitation respecting the geometry of 
the coasts, geological givens, and the shape of the sea floor. Their 
demarcation line would run northeastward from Ras Jedir at a 64° angle 
of inclination. 
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The Libyan proposition suggests an equidistant line drawn northward without 
considering the Kerkennah Islands or the shape of the coast. 


The court decision rendered Wednesday, 24 February, 1982 proposes a 
delimitation method drawn from the applicable principles and rules of 
international law, and from the relevant circumstances peculiar to the 
region. 


The court considers that no criterion for delimitation can be based on 
natural continuation, because the area to be delimited consists of a single 
continental shelf, and because the physical structure of these areas is 

not of a nature to form a fair delimitation line. 


The relevant circumstances can be summed up as: the definition of the 
area to be delimited, the general shape of the coasts, the existence and 
position of the Kerkennah Islands, and the fixing of the land frontiers of 
the two countries according to their respective pre-1974 attitudes toward 
the granting of oil right concessions. The court also admits that a fair 
d elimitation must make clear the connection between the extent of shelf 
area and the length of the relevant part of its coastline, thus taking 
into account the Tunisian proposition on this point. 


The court also instructed the parties to consider "the general direction 

of the coastline, and the current or future effects on the countries of 

the region of any other delimitation of the shelf. This last possibility 
not relating to Tunisia (che continental shelf boundary with Italy had 
already been settled), the court admitted the Libyan argument seeking to 
preserve the Jamahiriya's rights in future negotiations on the delimitation 
of its continental shelf, notably with Malta. 


The court proposes a practical method of delimitation, which consists of 
dividing the area to be delimited into two sectors. In the first one, the 
demarcation line will run from the outer limit of the two countries’ 
territorial waters to teh intersection of this limit with a straight line 
drawn from the frontier point of Ras Jedir at about a 26° angle east of 
the meridian. 


The line will then be drawn northeastward at the same 26° angle «until it 
crosses the parallel marking the western-most point of the Gulf o1 Gabes. 
In the second sector, and beyond latitude 34° 10‘, the boundary bends 
eastward, and follows a line forming a 52° angle with the meridian. 


It seems the line proposed by the court heads eastward, as sought by the 
Tunisian proposition, but it only reaches an angle of 52° east, whereas the 
Tunisian party had proposed an inclination of 64° with respect to the 
meridian across the entire area to be delimited. 


Asked to give his opinion on The Hague's decision, Mr Sadok Belaid refused 
to comment. His interpretation will depend on the recommendations of the 
foreign affairs minister: the application of the Court's propositions would 
not be just technical but also political. The Tunisian-Libyan talks held 
during the last visit of Colonel Qadhdhafi to Tunisia will probably lead to 
the eventual division or joint exploitation of the areas to be delimited. 
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Moreover, it seems that the shelf's deposits are in the area belonging to 
Libya according to the delimitation method proposed by the court. 


Lacking a political agreement on the question, the party dissatisfied with 
the decision can appeal to article three of the 10 May, 1977 compromise, 
which stiuplates that in case of disagreement “the parties will return 
together to the Court and ask it for any elucidations or explanations which 


will facilitate the task of the two delegations in establishing the line 
dividing the two areas of the continental shelf." 


The new condition of bilateral relations cannot be predicted. 
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FISHING PROJECT WITH FRENCH DOUMENG GROUP DETAILED 
Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 10 Feb 82 pp 1, 2 
{[Article: "Fishing: A Radiant Future for the Malagasy Economy" ] 


[Text] The last mission to Madagascar by the professional fishermen of the J. B. 
Doumeng Group, headed by Roger Delcros, dates back to last November. Now, less 
than 4 months later, here they are again, more determined than ever to persuade 
those in Madagascar who are still in doubt about the thousand and one possibili- 
ties that fishing offers us in Madagascar. Not those little Sunday fishing trips 
that are the family's delight. But industrial fishing which, while placing all 
kinds of salt and fresh water fish at the Malagasy consumers’ disposal, would 
bring the country the currency which it so badly lacks in order to secure, for 
example, spare parts, which are in such grievous shortage today in all sectors of 
activity, and medicine. In short, all the little things of daily life which we 
have been terribly deprived of by shortages. 


From the talk we had yesterday with Rene Coustellier, a fishing expert ("Les 
Pecheries de la Carmargue” !The Camargue Fishing Grounds]), who spoke under the 
supervision of Roger Delcros, head of the delegation, it is evident that we are 
unquestionably a poor people in a rich country. 


This is quite plausible, with large areas surrounding us, a large portion of them 
uncultivated. Cultivation, however, does not require large investments compared 
to the exploitation of our subsoil, which is also rich. With respect to fishing, 
Madagascar is an island with what that implies--already diverse and enormous pros- 
pects. There are also watercourses: lakes, rivers, and ponds. 


| Conclusive Tests 


During their previous stays, Roger Delcros--an adviser to the French Department 
of Foreign Trade, the right-hand man of Jean Baptiste Doumeng (the "Red Bil- 
lionaire," as he is called in international business circles), recently named a 
Chevalier of the National Order--and Coustellier obtained conclusive tests, par- 
ticularly in the eastern part of the country. This time they were accompanied 
by technicians (in deep-sea, pond, canal, and river fishing, etc...). On their 
return to France they will present a detailed, definitive report on the project 
to the Doumeng Group. They hope that it will be conclusive for everyone: For 
Paris and Antananarivo. 
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Yesterday we were able to learn the general outline of this report. It is ap- 
parent that the north and the south of Toamasina would be “very favorable for the 
project,” and that thus far the French scientific missions sent by the FAO [Food 
and Ag-iculture Organization, Rome] on behalf of the INRA [French National Insti- 
tute of Agronomic Research] have performed only statistical and geographical 
studies which, 10 years later, have yielded nothing concrete for Malagasy fisher- 
men. 


"The possibilities are nonetheless very great," Rene Coustellier avers. “They 
require extensive planning in all fields. This is "hat emerges from the studies 
done on certain watercourses, certain rivers and pounds, certain swamps, the mouths 
of certain rivers, etc.... A complete network for fishing.” 


Diverse Techniques 


The studies done by the men from the Doumeng Group recommend the following fishing 
methods: 


Inshore fishing with a net called the "Bourgin,” which would be capable of feeding 
many families. For local consumption, freezing and exporting of fish fillets. 
This method requires high technical skill, which will nonetheless be very easily 
assimilated by Malagasy fishermen. 


Fishing ia river mouths. In Madagascar there are very many rivers, and thus many 
river mouths. This method requires fishing tackle. 

Fishing on rivers with bow nets, "“savolans,” and low-volume engines. Fish are 
“intelligent.” All the wiles of the Sioux must thus be used. Personnel, trucks, 
and keep nets for collecting the fish along the banks are needed. 


Fishing in lakes, ponds (fresh, brackish or saltwater), to be done with nets. 
Enormous production; substantial prefits. French fishing advisers are needed on 
site. But this would be very expensive. According to the organizers of the 
project, it would be better to send young Malagasy fishermen to France for train- 
ing. in that case, government agreements would be desirable. 


Versatility 


There are, of course, other methods of fishing. Rene Coustellier's enterprises 
are versatile. With an investment of 1 billion Malagasy fraxcs, he would propose 
the creation of a true fishing industry in Madagascar. 


He even has a plan for a “fish tarm" which he envisages combining with the project. 
He is convinced that the existence of all the natural end human conditions (man- 
power, technicians, etc.) will further contribute to the success of the enterprise, 
which will bring the country “significant, if not to say enormous, amounts of cur- 
rency.” 


Finally, eel fishing in particular is highly attractive to Rene Coustellier. As 
is known, this “noble and consumable" fish is highly valued in Europe. And there 
ire eels aplenty in Madagascar. 
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But all of this is only at the preinvestigation stage. It is up to the two par- 
ties to work together to see what would be advisable to undertake. In any case, 
the enthusiasm of these fishing experts is a pleasure. For they would come not 

to plunder our waters but to teach Malagasy fishermen to derive the maximum profits 
from a great resource. There is not yet sufficient aware: ess of all the future 
favorable repercussions of this resource fur the Malagasy economy, 


9380 
CSO: 5200/5631 








SEYCHELLES 


DETAILS ON TUNA FISHING WITH FRENCH GIVEN 
Victoria NATION in French 3 Feb 82 pp l, 2 
[Article: “Encouraging Results: 600 Tons of Tuna in 2 Months"] 


[Text] The "Yves de Kerguelen” returned to port last Saturcay with a cargo of 600 
tons of tuna caught during a 2-month period. 


These results are completely satisfactory, in the opinion of Raynaud, the genera’ 
manager of the French firm COFREPECHE, which, under the terms of the agreement 
Signed last March between the Seychelles and French governments, is directing 


the campaign. Considering that the boat has a storage capacity of 70 tons, “we 
nearly filled it,” Raynaud notes. 


Drawing Conclusions 


On the basie of these results, is it possible at this time to draw conclusions as 
to the future of seine fishing in the Seychelles? 


[It is still too early to make any claims whatsoever, Raynaud feels; conclusions 
can be drawn only on what has been done. And what has been done is judged posi- 
tively, even though the best conditions did not come about until the conclusion 
of the trip, the first months’ results were very disappointing, the weather was 
bad, the boat was unable to return to the port of Victoria during the curfew, and 
a slight vechanical probiem occurred. 


Despite these unforeseen events, the fishing was good during the last month, thanks 
in large part, it must be noted, to the intertuna search plane which scoured in 

all directions and signaled regularly to the boats the zones which were abounding 
with fish and to which they should steer. 


Major Economic Development 


Thus it can be assumed, without going so far as to state it, that seine fishing 

is possible in the Seychelles, provided, however, Raynaud emphasizes, that there 
are good boats, good nets, and good crews composed of men well versed in the very 
special and difficult trede of fishing. 


To this should be added good climatic and hydrological conditions and the neces- 
sity of following the tuna, this great migrant, wherever he goes. If ali thess« 
conditions are met, and as long as results as good as those just obtained couid be 
achieved with sufficient regularity, this type of fishing “could lead to a major 
economic development,” Raynaud tells us. 


9350 END 


CSO: 5200/7 563) — 


~ @ 





END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


Wor SA, AB 








